Haemolytic anaemia as initial manifestation of Wilson's disease.
Common manifestations of Wilson's disease are disorders of the liver and brain. A rare complication of this inherited disease is acute intravascular haemolytic anaemia. We report the case of a 33-year old female patient who was admitted to the hospital with acute haemolysis as the initial symptom of Wilson's disease. The haemolysis preceded the definitive diagnosis by 20 months. It is concluded that in any case of unclear haemolytic anaemia, especially in adolescents or in young adults, Wilson's disease should be considered.